Breakout 3:15-3:45 Bijou Theater
Providing Consistent Corporate Information
Kevin Donovan and Dave Smith – EPA’s Office of Environmental Information

-There has been an increased interest in tying data reported to EPA to the corporate ownership for a corporate environmental data profile and to link in financial data
Kevin Donovan from EPA’s Toxic Release Inventory (TRI):  
· There have been problems with consistency in data for parent company information
· The TRI program has taken the following steps to improve data 
· research parent names, 
· pre-populate standardized entries in reporting software
· perform quality assurance/control on corporate parent names
· Many EPA  programs including TRI collect corporate information
· What is it used for? 
· Small business analysis
· Enforcement and compliance assurance
· TRI is annual which is an important factor 
· In 2008 EPA did a survey of the parent company data and found that there were various issues with the way parent company is being reported such as differences in punctuation and differences in names after mergers and acquisitions.  
· EPA is working to standardize and improve the corporate data through research, data quality checks in the reporting software, clearer instructions, and QA/QC efforts 
Dave Smith of EPA’s Facility Registry System (FRS):
· FRS is an aggregate data set from lots of EPA programs and DOE also 
· It is an attempt to standardize to help link facilities across EPA
· FRS has analyzed data across the EPA with a focus on Corporate ID
· The focus was on data validity and automated data correctness
· EPA found discrepancies in the parent company – different names, time frames, 
· FRS wants to work with the Sunlight Foundation relationship network (beyond parent companies)
· The State of California tracks companies as soon as they are created and using such state data could help EPA
-Matthew Lovelace w/DOE asked the presenters if they used machine learning (algorithms)
-  No.  It was done by hand SEC filings, websites, prior year information, and calling facilities.  FRS is looking into machine learning. 
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