Breakout 3:15-3:45 Dome Theater
Clean Water and a Healthy Economy
Tod Dabot – Office of Water
Jobs, Innovation and Our Water Future
Innovation across enviro sector, not just in technology
40th anniversary of Clean Water Act. Problems persist.
Apps for people who run water systems.
$300B in wastewater and $335B in drinking water improvements needed by 2028.
6B gallons of drinking water are wasted every day.
Climate change, population growth, and development have helped to accelerate water problems. More runoff, less infiltration
Think “outside the pipe.” Enviro techonology in 2008 had 1.7 million jobs.
A majority of people believe that EPA needs to do more to protect air and water. Water issues rank as a top environmental problem. Toxic contamination, pollution of water bodies, pollution of drinking water, maintenance of fresh water supply for household needs.
Apps can provide a good avenue for the public to access data and information on water quality in their daily lives and recreational activities.
Apps can also help people to understand EPA water data better.
Let’s chat:
· How can we expand the dialog to reach a broader audience?
· What additional data and information should we provide?
· How can we strengthen our partnerships with application developers to message the value of clean water?
The building community and people looking for safe places to swim are two groups that would have an interest in water data and where clean water can be found.
We need to find a way to get out of the old method of doing large government IT projects. For example, rather than building a brand new database, partner with an organization that already has the database and can work with EPA to utilize it.
Customs want to jump to solution sets quickly. The standard solution is “Let’s build this ourselves.” Collaboration is often overlooked, and contractors are typically employed to do the work for government.
Children can be the way to turn parents on to new sources of information. Utilize their unlimited energy!
Gaming hasn’t been done by EPA done. This is why we’re looking for ways to build on the creativity of others.
Just making the data available doesn’t mean that people will use. There are times when people assume that EPA has a certain data, when the Agency actually doesn’t have it. Again, this could be an area where we can collaborate.
Informal networks are the way EPA determines what works and what doesn’t. Social networks and hearing things through contacts are a great way to get feedback.

