Breakout 3:50-4:20 Bijou Theater
Connecting Toxics Data and Pollution Prevention
Don Frank – EPA’s Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention
Improving Public Access to Pollution Prevention, Toxic Chemical Safety, and Greener Products

-EPA has a lot of data on Toxic chemicals and pollution prevention and one of the key issues is how to make it accessible to consumers and industry?
-The data on toxics and pollution prevention is collected as a result of two major acts – the Toxic Substances Control Act from the 1970s and the Pollution Prevention Act of 1990.
-There are a lot of ways to link EPA data sets and that is part of the challenge.  
-Many EPA offices develop and manage their own sources of data and they don’t always make their plans known to other offices. 
-EPA presented examples of programs and information focused on green products and pollution prevention but indicated that they may be fragmented in their approach
-EPA needs to normalize data to make it compatible across EPA programs.  For example, some programs collect information on toxics in products by the CAS RN number whereas others gather information based on the universal product code (UPC).
-Ideas for bringing data on toxics, pollution prevention, and green products to the public
-Smart phones provide opportunities for on the spot decision making based on dynamic information at the time of purchase of products
-Form partnerships with groups like price grabber, Google
-Use Linked In/Facebook to get feedback and provide info on environmentally friendly devices  
-Modify the design for the environment (DFE) website so that people are able to buy the green products right there.  
-Work with EPEAT, a green electronics registry, to allow users to quickly see how green a product is and provide a link to purchase the product.  
-Bring groups together and start internal discussions on this.
-Q&A session: 
-A suggestion was made to start small.  
-A comment was made that bulk data is also useful in addition to targeted data.  In addition, EPA needs to tie health effects and exposure risk to chemicals.  
-The presenter commented that EPA wants to understand what would be helpful in terms of organizing data to provide assistance to developers.  


2

